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A newsletter of the Southern California Region of the  

Vintage Chevrolet Club of America by and for its members 

“The Worlds Best Chevrolet Club!” 
“Dedicated to the restoration and preservation of all Chevrolets.” 

Director’s Message 
 

Hello Chevy Friends, 
 

Well it’s time to “spring forward” and set our clocks ahead for Daylight Saings Time on the 13th 
this month.  Spring may be just around the corner, but the weather can’t decide what time of year 
it is!  I’m ready for sunny skies and no rain so we can go cruising in our Chevys.  Jim and I have 
spent the last few weekends working out in our garage and we managed to carve out enough 
room to get our ‘54 and our ’59 nestled in!  We still have some organizing to do but it’s looking 
good.  We will not have a meeting in March or May, but we should have an in person meeting in 
July. We are looking for a location to meet so keep reading the Regionnaire for information.  Also 
check our website (scrvcca.org) for up to the minute news about our region and it ’s members!   
 
Until we can meet again, happy driving, stay safe, and be well.  

 
Sabrina Karras, 2022 Director, So. Cal Region VCCA 
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Chevrolet Introduces the El Camino in 1959 
 
When Chevrolet introduced the 1959 El Camino, the bow-
tie brand launched a successful product run that would 
continue for nearly 30 years.  
 
When Chevrolet rolled out the 1959 El Camino on October 
16, 1958, we can bet the company was inspired at least in 
part by the successful launch of Ford’s similar car-pickup 
hybrid, the Ranchero, in 1957. But before we give Ford all 
the credit, we pause to reflect that Chevrolet was offering 
its own Coupe-Pickup model way back in 1936. Chevy sold 

more than 3,000 Coupe-Pickups in that first year, and 
the model remained in production through 1942. 

In truth, the basic Ranchero/El Camino concept—a 
comfortable passenger car with a cargo box on the 
back for light hauling duty—is nearly as old as the  
auto industry. In Australia, where the body style is  
affectionately known as the ute, the coupe-utility is as 
familiar as a koala or a kangaroo. 
 
Built on the same X-Built Safety Girder chassis as the 
Chevy passenger-car line, the ’59 El Camino borrowed 

much of its interior from the bottom-of-the-line      
Biscayne series, but featured Bel Air-style bright-
metal exterior side trim with Snowcrest White accent 
paint. The full catalog of Chevy engine options was 
available, including the trusty 235 CID straight six and 
283 CID V8s, and even the 348 CID V8 with three two-
barrel carbs and 315 hp. Transmission choices included 
three-speed manual, Powerglide, and the new Borg 
Warner T10 four-speed. 

While the El Camino was clearly more car than truck, 
the Chevy brass chose to market it as part of the  

Chevrolet Task Force truck campaign (below). Sales boomed in the first year as the El Camino actually 
outsold the Ranchero, but then slipped in 1960 
and the model was discontinued. For a few years, 
Chevy’s car-truck slot was filled by the Corvair-
based ’61-’64 Rampside/Loadside pickup (see our 
feature here.) In 1964, an all-new El Camino 
based on the Chevelle intermediate-class plat-
form was introduced, and in this basic format the 
vehicle remained on the market through 1987. 
(There was a badge-engineered GMC Sprint/
Caballero version, too.) By then, of course, real 
pickup trucks were offering all the luxury and 
comfort any driver could want, and there was no 
longer any room in the lineup for a car/truck 
mashup like the El Camino. 
 
Article originally published November 23, 2021 at https://www.macsmotorcitygarage.com/chevrolet-introduces-the-el-camino-1959/ 

https://www.macsmotorcitygarage.com/thinking-outside-the-pickup-box-the-1961-64-corvair-rampside/
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◈◈◈  ◈◈◈  Upcoming Events  ◈◈◈  ◈◈◈ 
 

  March 5, 2022 - Automobile Driving Museum Monthly Cruise In - 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
           Automobile Driving Museum, 610 Lairport St., El Segundo, CA 

 

  March 6, 2022 - Pomona Swap Meet & Classic Car Show - 5:00 am to 2:00 pm 
         Pomona Fairplex - 1101 W. McKinley Ave., Pomona, CA 

 

  March 19, 2022 - Kiwanis-Los Amigos 2nd Annual Car Show - 9:00 am to 2:00 pm 
           Downey High School - 11040 Brookshire Ave., Downey, CA 

 

  April 10, 2022 - Hi-Performance Swap Meet & Car Show - 6:00 am to 1:00 pm 
        Veterans Stadium - 5000 Lew Davis St., Long Beach, CA 

A Trip Down Memory Lane 
 

Take a look at some comics from past issues of the Generator & Distributor 

Originally published in the February 1968 G & D Originally published in the June 1967 G & D 

Originally published in the November 1979 G & D 
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  The Southern California Region is proud to present a  
  podcast created and produced by Jim and Sabrina 

  Karras.  This show will highlight all the exciting things  
  the VCCA has to offer. 

Check it out at vccaspotlight.org 

 

Bill Ingalls - March 9th 

Eileen Cochran - March 13th 

Bud Lehner - March 24th 

Sabrina Karras - March 29th 

 
Jim & Sabrina Karras - April 22nd 

 
Johnnie & Linda Adkisson - April 26th 



The Regionnaire is published every other month.  Ads and other contributions from members are welcome for pub-
lication in the Regionnaire.  The deadline for all contributions is the first Tuesday of every other month. 

Regionnaire Publication Information 

The Southern California Region of the Vintage Chevrolet Club of America (“VCCA”) was orga-
nized to promote the restoration and preservation of Chevrolets and welcomes everyone with an 
interest in the history of Chevrolet and sharing knowledge and experiences about these wonderful 
automobiles. 
 
Our region is comprised of both single and married members who join together at many fun events 
including; tours, picnics, car shows, banquets and other interesting outings.  

Purpose 

An active member is defined as an individual who has paid dues to both the National VCCA and 
the Southern California Region.  Ownership of a Chevrolet is not a requirement of membership. 
 
National Dues: Dues for the National VCCA are $40.00 per year for a regular membership or 
$25.00 per year for an online membership.  National Dues include membership card, badge, club 
decal, and monthly publication – the Generator and  Distributor. 
 
Southern California Region Dues:  Dues for the Southern California Region are $15.00 per year.  
Dues are payable on or before December 1st.  An active member receives a bi-monthly newsletter 
– the Regionnaire and notification of all club activities.  An active member may participate in the  
business meetings and all club events, both regional and national. 

Membership and Dues 

Southern California Region Web Site 
www.scrvcca.org 

 

National VCCA Web Site 
www.vcca.org 

 

VCCA Internet Chat Forum 
www.vcca.org/forum/  

VCCA Area #1 Board Member 
Dean Echols  (928) 710-4325   
classic56@cableone.net & www.area1vcca.org 
 
VCCA Member Services 
(708) 455-VCCA (8222) 
memberservices@vcca.org 

Other VCCA Resources 

Director:  Sabrina Karras;  Phone - (714) 633-8210; E-mail - sabrinakarras@aol.com 
Assistant Director:  Jim Karras - (714) 633-8210; E-mail - jimkarras@aol.com 
Secretary:  Jim Karras - (714) 633-8210; E-mail - jimkarras@aol.com 
Treasurer:  Sabrina Karras;  Phone - (714) 633-8210; E-mail - sabrinakarras@aol.com 
Membership Secretary:  Jim Karras - (714) 633-8210; E-mail - jimkarras@aol.com 
Tour Director:  Jim Karras - (714) 633-8210; E-mail - jimkarras@aol.com 
Newsletter Editor:  Sabrina Karras;  Phone - (714) 633-8210; E-mail - sabrinakarras@aol.com 
Webmaster & Social Media Coordinator:  Jim Karras - (714) 633-8210; E-mail - jimkarras@aol.com 

SCRVCCA Leadership Contact  Information 
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